You may want to
spread your wings
after looking through
‘Florida . .. Beyond the
Blue Horizon'
(clockwise from top),
‘Mobile Mansions’ and
‘New York
Sketchbook.
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Crack a book and hear the call of exotic birds,
the whine of an engine or the rhythms of a city. Your
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the home-on-wheels, from campers to converted, Partridge Family-style buses
to luxury digs with porches and balconies. And a Frenchman’s portrait of New
York City, in pencil and watercolor, leaves a vivid impression.

'mages on their pages draw us in, and suddenly we know: There are travel
books, and then there are books that make us want to travel.

A photographer elegantly maps Florida with scenes of majestic her-
ons, shrimp-boat nets in silhouette at sunrise and a house that has sur-
rendered to a forest of palms. Another charms with a pop-culture ode to

Three recent books tempt readers to pack up and go, if only for a spin
through their pages.
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Florida . . . Beyond the Blue Horizon
Photos by Alan S. Maltz, with introduction by Herb Hiller.
Light Flight Publications; $65; 168 pages, 171 photos.

Mobile Mansions: Taking Home Sweet Home on the Road
By Douglas Keister.
Gibbs Smith; $24.95, 160 pages.

K6 Orlando Sentinel

New York Sketchbook
Text by Jerome Charyn, paintings by Fabrice M
St. Martin'’s Press; $30; 96 pages.
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Maltz captures state in fresh light
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arich orange from the rising
sun. Across the state, blue her-
ons defy their name, showing
shades of ochre on their necks,
and egrets reflect light in a bril-
liant white glow.

Caribbean-inspired archi-
tecture in South Florida is
awash in vibrant hues. Beach
houses at Seaside, in the Pan-
handle, are the softer pastels of
a sky one good story past sun-
set.

Photographer Alan S. Maltz
has captured these scenes and
more in Florida . . . Beyond the
Blue Horizon, a large-format
coffee-table book that takes
readers on a trip beyond the
usual postcards and snapshots
of Florida.

Maltz brings alot to the
journey. His signature is a keen
awareness of light, and he cap-
tures moments when the Flori-
da sun’s illumination is perfect.
Colors are central to his com-
positions, and each page of the
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‘FLORIDA . . . BEYOND THE BLUE HORIZON'
‘Vanishing in Time, Florida City’ by Alan S. Maltz exhibits a powerful sense of light and composition.

book is vibrant. : s :
Itis a sensitivity developed enough to stop for breakfast. Maltz. His previous books, page collection of fishing-trip
through dedication. His photos have a sense of Miami City of Dreams andKey  photos.

West Color, were drawn from
scenes closer to his home in the
lower Florida Keys.

If there is a flaw, it’s that the
book could have used a little
editing. /» few —very few —
pages include less-intriguing
photographs, such as a two-

The introduction by Florida
author Herb Hiller describes
Maltz’s routine on the day of a
shoot: He arrives at the loca-
tion before dawn, moving ef-
fortlessly through the scene,
capturing photos for three or
four hours before he’s hungry

light and composition that is
difficult to achieve in the often-
photographed subject areas of
travel and nature. Even if his
subjects are well-visited, his
photos are unique.

This book covers the state,
which is an expansion for

But these are easily forgot-
ten in comparison with the
richer photos throughout this
book.

Tom Burton is a Sentinel photo editor.
He can be reached at 407-420-5472 or
at tburton@orlandosentinel.com.



